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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ACDA-12 
TRSE-00 HA-05 BIB-01 /073 W 

090869 132255Z/73 

R 101430Z MAR 88 ZFD 
FM AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4244 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
RUEHIAYU SIA WASHDC 2975 
USMISSION USNATO 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
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TAGS: CSCE, PINS, BU 

SUBJECT: BULGARIA WITHDRAWS WESTERN NEWSPAPERS FROM SALE 

1 . SOMETIME DURING THE PAST FEW WEEKS, WESTERN NON-COMMUNIST 
NEWSPAPERS, ON SALE IN LIMITED QUANTITIES AT A FEW HOTELS AND 
KIOSKS IN SOFIA SINCE APRIL 1977, CEASED TO BE AVAILABLE FOR 
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SALE. 

2. PAPERS ON SALE HAD INCLUDED INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, 
CORRIERE DELLA SERA, LE MONDE, SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG, AND 
ARBEITER-ZEITUNG. KIOSKS AND HOTELS NOW, ONCE AGAIN, OFFER 
ONLY COMMUNIST PAPERS FROM WEST, IN ADDITION TO USUAL SELECTION 
OF PAPERS FROM WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES AND BULGARIAN PRESS. 

3. COMMENT: GOB MOVE MAY HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN HONOR OF 
WINDING DOWN OF BELGRADE CSCE REVIEW CONFERENCE. SOME 
OBSERVERS HAD BELIEVED WHEN SALE BEGAN THAT GOB WOULD 
NOT BE ABLE LATER TO TAKE AWAY LIMITED CONCESSION IT HAD 
MADE. SOME BULGARIANS ARE GRUMBLING AT CEASING OF SALE, 

BUT DO NOT SEEM INCLINED TO RAISE ANY REAL FUSS OVER THE 
MATTER. 

GARTHOFF 

NOTE BY OC/T: TELEGRAM DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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